Network Steering Committee Minutes  ::  12th June 2009
Partners in Paediatrics

Network Steering Group

12th  JUNE 2009


2 Matters Arising

· It was noted that the meeting in March had been dedicated to discussing the Health Foundation ‘Closing the Gap’ bid

· Therapy questionnaire – Lesley Hines will progress this in near future

· National Centre for Involvement – no active work being undertaken, but the NCI are interested in knowing about the Parent Engagement days.
3 Closing the Gap application
This bid had unfortunately been unsuccessful.   It had been a highly competitive scheme, with 59 applications in total and 29 shortlisted to go through to the next stage of the assessment process.  Kathy had forwarded the letter from the Health Foundation, outlining where the bid had not met the criteria.  The assessors had been impressed with the enthusiasm and commitment for the health issue, but it was felt “there was insufficient detail about the gap being addressed and the quality improvement approach.  Patient involvement was also not strong in the application”.

Other proposals for funding opportunities were considered:

· Regional Innovation Fund – The Government has announced the creation of this innovation fund – with monies being made available over the next 5 years.  Within the West Midlands this budget will sit alongside the “Investing for Health’ initiative – the Regional Strategic Framework.  The SHA will support proposals that “connect improved quality with financial / economic benefits”.   Consideration to be given to making an application – Julia to discuss further with Ed Peile, Interim Children’s Lead, at the SHA.
· Research for Patient Benefit (and Research Design Service); Steve Cropper, Academic Advisor to PiP, is the Chair of this group.  Information has been forwarded to Kathy concerning this.

· Scenario Generator (SG) – NHS Innovation & Improvement Institute – Julia had met with Nick Gaunt concerning this modelling tool.  It can be used to develop and compare multiple scenarios in order to develop understanding of models of care.  Nick is interested in working with the Network; there is the potential to model 2-3 different forms of service provision ( including the ‘status quo’) and see what the impact would be – this information could then be shared with PCT Commissioners.  Nick may be presenting at the Workshop on 9th July; meeting to be arranged with Nick to discuss further after that event.

4
Service Pathway & Business Case

Clive was in the process of organising a meeting with the managers from the Directorate 
AT BCH.  Julia had also been in contact with them; they had confirmed that BCH is 
currently considering their ‘High level Statements’ and the development of 
constructive networks with other providers was considered to be important (it was 
noted that BCH were in the process of appointing the CEO, so this may change – 
although unlikely with the National / Regional support for developing networks).

4 Clinical Governance & peer review

CPD Meetings are arranged for the rest of 2009.  The presentation of ‘difficult’ cases will continue to be presented at these meetings. 
Peer review:  Process for peer review being developed for BSPAR which will be applicable locally.  BSPAR developing Audit tool for evaluating compliance with standards of care. 
6 
Work with parents and young people

DVD for parents’ views: Kathy had a copy of the draft DVD that has been developed by the ART group at BCH, 
so this was viewed.  Comments made will be fed back to the ART group.  Although the parents participating in the DVD mentioned ‘health care professionals’, there was no mention of Commissioners.  It was thought that it would be helpful to have comments from a Commissioner and Clinician at the end of the DVD.  The title of the DVD is currently ‘Just Increasing Awareness – but is to be changed to ‘Just Improving Awareness’ (highlighting the acronym JIA).

Action: Julia to ask one of the Children’s Commissioners from Stoke PCT to view the DVD and comment on it.

Next Parents’ day – November 14th: some issues discussed:

Venue:  - Clive to contact John Scanlon at Worcs Acute to see if this was suitable venue:

Creche facilities need to be provided;

Wyeth have agreed to fund the refreshments again;

Need to try and send a flyer out about this at the earliest opportunity; 

Some discussion took place about including patients with Lupus in the parent Education days; it was agreed that a separate event should be arranged for them.  There is a clinic on 30th June – patients could be asked whether they would like an event and if so, what they would like addressed.

Actions: Kathy to prepare draft for next Parents’ day.

              Pam to consider questionnaire for 30th June.

Event for Young people:
There was discussion about linking with Marie McGee – Transitional Co-ordinator at BCH – to work with a group of young people.  A meeting between Marie, Janet McDonagh and Janine Hackett (Derby University) was discussed. 
7
PIP Annual report – section on engaging with users.

This had been compiled with input from Katharine Venter.  It was accepted and will be included in the 2008/09 Annual report.
8 AOB
9 Date and Time of Next Steering Groups and CPD Meetings:
 2009 Steering Group meetings: all held from 10 am – 12.30 pm 

18th Sept - Stafford PGMC 
11th Dec  - BCH - tbc by Janis

CPD meetings : 
16 Sept  - 2-5 BCH

16 Dec  - 2-5 BCH

Minutes: Prepared by

Julia Greensall 

Partners in Paediatrics

August 2009

          Present:


	


Kathy Bailey, George Eliot Hospital – Chair


Clive Ryder, Birmingham Children’s Hospital (Vice Chair)


Jon Packham, University Hospital of North Staffordshire


Karen Davies, New Cross Hospital


Katharine Venter, Parent Representative


        Pam Whitworth, Birmingham Children’s Hospital


          Julia Greensall, Partners in Paediatrics


	


1      Apologies:


Annabel Copeman, New Cross


Janis Scott, BCH


        Richard Brough, Shrewsbury Hospital	
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